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Imagine the result 

Mr. Kenneth Markunas 

New York State Historic Preservation Office 

Peebles Island Resource Center 

P.O. Box 189 

Waterford, NY 12188-0189 

Subject: 

Historic Properties Information Request 

Advanced Power NA - Cricket Valley Site 

 

Dear Mr. Markunas: 

As we have discussed, ARCADIS is requesting information from the New York State 

Historic Preservation Office (NYSHPO) regarding the presence of archaeological or 

cultural resources or listings in the National Register of Historic Places on the 131.6-

acre property shown on the attached Figure 1 in the Town of Dover, Dutchess 

County.  A 56-acre portion of the site (shown on Figure 1 east of the railroad tracks) 

is  planned for development of a proposed, nominal 1,002 megawatt natural gas fired 

combined cycle power plant.  The project will require review under the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR); permits from the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), which include  reviews for air 

quality and wetland impact; a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity from 

the New York Public Service Commission; and federal approvals from the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers (wetlands), U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (air quality) 

and Federal Aviation Administration (air navigation review).  Your review will indicate 

the sensitivity of the site for historic or archaeological resources and will form the 

basis for initiating scoping requirements for the SEQR Environmental Impact 

Statement.   

As can be seen on Figure 1, the overall site is bounded on the east by Route 22, and 

the Swamp River flows through the site’s westernmost extent.  An active railroad line 

also extends through the site in a north-south direction.  The 56 acres planned for 

development is only east of the railroad tracks.  This area has been previously 

developed and includes dilapidated structures that would be removed as part of 

project development at this former industrial site.   
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The site has been in industrial use since approximately 1932; the primary building 

was largely destroyed by fire in 1996.  Structures currently located at the site (as 

shown in Figure 2 and in the attached photographs) include the following. 

Structure General Description 
Office Building (A) A one-story office building of wood-frame construction with wood siding and an 

asphalt shingle roof.  The building is in disrepair, with broken windows, peeling 
paint and other dilapidating conditions. 

 Concrete Block Building 
(B) 

A one-story concrete block building with a wooden roof, although the roof has 
collapsed.  A brick chimney is present at approximately the center of the 
building footprint.  The building is in disrepair, with the both the interior and 
exterior overgrown with vegetation. 

Main Building (C) The largest building on the site, it is three stories in height and of concrete 
block construction with metal roof and concrete slab floor.  As a result of a 
1996 fire, the northern part of the building is collapsed, with no roof or walls 
present. The southern end of the building is largely intact.  At the approximate 
mid-point of the building, on the eastern side, is a two-story concrete block 
office annex. 

Building Connection (D) This structure connects Building C with Building E.  The eastern portion of 
Building D is three stories high and constructed of concrete block with a metal 
frame roof. The western portion of the building is a one-story concrete block 
building. 

Manufacturing Building (E) This structure, the second largest structure on the site, is parallel with Building 
C and connected to that building via Building D.  In the area where Building E 
connects with Building D, the structure is 5 stories high, with the first two 
stories concrete block construction and the second 3 stories constructed of 
steel. Heading south along the building, the structure is reduced to a 2-story 
steel building; at the southern end, the structure returns to 5-6 stories high. 
This southern end is comprised primarily of two large cylindrical structures 
(possibly kilns) and two brick chimneys, or stacks. 

Storage Building (F) This is a long, one-story concrete block building with a wooden roof.  There is 
a concrete ramp at the northern end of the building with a small dock, and a 
large overhead door at the southern end. 

Concrete Block Building 
with Steel Chimney (G) 

This structure is a one to two story concrete block building that is in disrepair. 
A steel chimney is located at the northern end of the building. 

Concrete Block Building 
with Brick Chimney (H) 

This structure is a two story concrete block building with a metal roof that is in 
disrepair. A large brick chimney is located at the northern end of the building. 

Railroad Building (I) This structure is located to the northwest of Building C, and is connected to 
Building C via an overhead concrete pipe rack. This two-story building is 
constructed of concrete block. Large concrete ramps are present on the east 
side of the building. A discussed, a railroad spur (from the main MetroNorth 
line) enters the site and terminates to the southwest of this building. 

Miscellaneous Structures A large gas holder, reportedly used during the site’s operation as a 
magnesium refinery, is constructed of steel, with open portals noted near the 
bottom.  A partially collapsed one-story steel building, large storage tank 
and one-story concrete block building are also located on the site.   South 
of Building I in the developed portion of the Site are the remains of a water 
tower and associated one-story concrete water treatment building. The 
water tower base is currently present, although the storage tank at the top of 
the tower no longer exists.   
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We would greatly appreciate it if you could review your files and provide any 

available information regarding known resources in the area, and let us know 

whether additional studies are recommended.  If you have any questions or require 

additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you in advance 

for your assistance.   

Sincerely, 

ARCADIS 

 

Lynn Gresock 
Environmental Consultant 

Copies: C. Hogan, NYSDEC; J.Ahrens, Advanced Power 
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Cricket Valley Energy Center LLC
Dover, NY
Site Reconnaissance Photographs
June 1-3, 2009

1

Building A – Office

Building B

Building C (Looking southwest)



Cricket Valley Energy Center LLC
Dover, NY
Site Reconnaissance Photographs
June 1-3, 2009

2

Building D (Looking north)

8. Building D (concrete block) and 
Building E (northern end)

9. Building E (looking south)



Cricket Valley Energy Center LLC
Dover, NY
Site Reconnaissance Photographs
June 1-3, 2009

3

10.  Building E (northern end)

11. Building F (storage building)

12. Building G (with steel chimney)



Cricket Valley Energy Center LLC
Dover, NY
Site Reconnaissance Photographs
June 1-3, 2009

4

13.  Building H (with brick chimney)

14. Building I 

15. Gas Holder



Cricket Valley Energy Center LLC
Dover, NY
Site Reconnaissance Photographs
June 1-3, 2009

5

16.  Collapsed Steel Building

17. Large Storage Tank and 
associated building 

18. Water Tower and associated 
building
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Imagine the result 

Mr. Kenneth Markunas 

New York State Historic Preservation Office 

Peebles Island Resource Center 

P.O. Box 189 

Waterford, NY 12188-0189 

Subject: 

OPRHP Project Review Number: 09PR04340 

Historic and Archaeological Resource Review 

Advanced Power NA - Cricket Valley Site 

 

Dear Mr. Markunas: 

As you know, ARCADIS is requesting information from the Office of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) regarding the presence of 

archaeological or cultural resources or listings in the National Register of Historic 

Places associated with the proposed Cricket Valley Energy project located in the 

Town of Dover, Dutchess County.  Mapping has been provided to indicate the 

location of the site, and the portion of the site that will comprise the development 

parcel. In response to your request for a site plan showing existing and proposed 

conditions, this letter provides a preliminary version of the proposed project’s grading 

plan, focused on the approximately 60-acre footprint where development is proposed 

within the approximately 130-acre site.  Because no activities are proposed west of 

the railroad tracks, details regarding site characteristics have not been provided for 

that portion of the site. 

The preliminary grading plan provided has been highlighted to show in green the 

extent of the development parcel on this portion of the site.  The yellow highlighting 

at the base of the drawing (to the west) is the location of the existing, active rail line.  

No project development is proposed west of this feature.  Boundaries of wetlands 

and the preliminary footprint of the project area shown in the black lines on the 

drawing; the blue lines illustrate existing site contours.  As noted in our prior 

correspondence on August 13, 2009, the site has been in industrial use since 1932, 

and a significant portion of the proposed project will be located where existing 

buildings are currently located.  The existing structures and roadways on the site 

have also been highlighted in yellow for ease of comparison with the overall 

development area and the preliminary footprint. Note that the roughly circular area 

between the two wetlands located in the northerly portion of the site represents a 
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slag pile (largely limestone) that is a remnant from the former industrial uses at the 

site.  The development parcel, therefore, consists almost entirely of previously 

developed industrial area, wetlands, and the easterly steep slopes extending down 

from Route 22.      

We would greatly appreciate it if you could review your files and provide any 

available information regarding known resources in the area, and let us know 

whether additional studies are recommended for either historic structures or potential 

archaeological sensitivity.  If you have any questions or require additional 

information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you in advance for your 

assistance.   

Sincerely, 

ARCADIS 

 

Lynn Gresock 
Environmental Consultant 

Copies: C. Hogan, NYSDEC; J.Ahrens, Advanced Power 







Imagine the result

Mr. Kenneth Markunas

New York State Historic Preservation Office

Peebles Island Resource Center

P.O. Box 189

Waterford, NY 12188-0189

Subject:

Historic Properties Information Request

Advanced Power NA - Cricket Valley Energy Site 

(OPRHP Project Review Number 09PR04340)

Construction Worker Parking Site

Dear Mr. Markunas:

ARCADIS has previously consulted with the New York State Historic Preservation 

Office (NYSHPO) regarding the presence of archaeological or cultural resources or 

listings in the National Register of Historic Places relative to a 131.6-acre property in 

the Town of Dover, Dutchess County proposed for development of an electric 

generating facility called Cricket Valley Energy. That project is currently undergoing

review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).  

As plans for that project have evolved, the applicant has now identified an 

approximately 30-acre offsite location approximately 2 miles north of the project site 

that is proposed to be used for temporary construction worker parking (Figure 1).

The offsite construction worker parking location consists of active agricultural fields 

historically associated with a farming operation, and is a portion of a larger parcel 

including the actively farmed fields, a former farm-related house and outbuildings, 

and undeveloped land to the south of the field. 

The site is bounded to the west by NY Route 22, and to the east by Old State Route 

22, a small wetland area, and the associated farming buildings, including a 

farmhouse, barn, silo, metal storage shed/lean-to, and a guesthouse, as well as 

several concrete pads and foundations indicating previous structures. The site is 

bounded to the south by undeveloped partially wooded property, beyond which is 

Sherman Hill Road, along which are a few residences and the Sherman Hills 

residential development.  
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Proposed activities on this site include creation of an access driveway off of Route 22 

and temporary removal and stockpiling of topsoil.  No new structures or significant 

subsurface excavation activities are proposed. The site will be used for worker 

parking and laydown of equipment. Following construction of the proposed power

plant, the topsoil will be restored on the site and it will be returned to agricultural use.

We would greatly appreciate it if you could review your files and provide any 

available information regarding known historical or archaeological resources in the 

area, and let us know whether additional studies are recommended.  If you have any 

questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Thank you in advance for your assistance.  

Sincerely,

ARCADIS

Frederick M. Sellars
Vice President

Copies: C. Hogan, NYSDEC; J.Ahrens, Advanced Power
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